THE INVISIBLE RIVER

THE STILL RIVER VALLEY
THROUGH HISTORY
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Course of the Still River

BASTER MAF: «<lakes._dan> in mapsst <PERMANENT>
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Segment 1: Source area for The Still River. The river's path Is denoted by the red line.
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Still River at the point where it changes direction in
Commerce Park.

A = Flowing East-West
B = Flowing South-North
C = Junction of Limekiln Brook




THE MARBLE VALLEY

GENERALIZED BEDROCK GEOLOGIC MAP OF CONNECTICUT
THE CONNECTICUT GEOLOGICAL
& NATURAL MISTORY SURVEY
Rivirsamental Peotscion
1990
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S R\ \N IRV 0/ I

;//;g %////

(7

// Honey Hill — Lake Char Fault
A Eastern Border Fault
/ ““Cameron’s Line'" (fault)

/ Onher fauls

 Selected geologic boundaries

N.Y.

MESOZOIC FORMATIONS

Jp ~ Partand arkose, 200 o 175 Ma

Jha ~ Hampden flocd basaly 200 Ma

J br — Bridgeport dolerite dike, source for J ha

=l Clastic sedmentary rocks (redbeds: conglomerate. arkosic Jbu ~ Buttress dolenite dike, source for J ho

J ta -~ Talcott flood basalt 201 Ma

4 v
'- NEWARK (HARTFORD BASIN) terrane Jho — Holyoke flood basalt 200 Ma

pe po sandsone, and shale, Early Jurassic to Late Triassic age
)
- B 5asait (1ava flows) and dolente (ckes and silis), Early Jurassic age Jwr — West Rock and oher dolerite siis
Jhi ~Higganum dike, source for J ta and J wr
Tr nh - New Haven arkose, 225 © 201 Ma

IAPETOS (OCEANIC) terrane
Middle to Early Paleozoic age (350-500? million years old) metamorphosed sedimentary and igneous rocks

[] Schist and gnciss Gincludes granktic gaciss) of the Hanland and Gaeims Dame belts. G
Conn ‘alley S ™~
[ Sehist, gneiss and phyilite (includes greensione and greenschast) of the Orange-Milford belr.
Connecticut Valley Synclinoriam

clnonum (vokamic arc affinity)

PROTO-NORTH A (CONTINENTAL) tereane AVALONIAN (CO! N
Early Paleozoic < Y age (450-1,100 million years old) metamorphosed Proterozoic Z age 7 imorphosed sedimentary and igneous
v rocks and Middle P; old) metamorphosed igneous rocks

sedimentary as
e Ta < a =3 meiss), shist and quartzite — Hope Valley belr, Proterozok 7 age
Markd atal she uence, Early Paleoroi age - Proscrozoic 7 age intruded by Middle Palcozaic granitic

== Cineiss ist of “*Grenville™ basement, Proterozoke Y age (~ 1.1
billion years old)
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Limestone plain — southwest
Danbury
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PHASE ONE:
HARMONY




NATIVE AMERICAN PRESENCE

“Traveling south on Route 7 through present-day New Milford
and Brookfield, one crosses the homeland of the Weantinock
people, known in colonial documents as the New Milford
Indians. Here numerous wigwam clusters with small garden
plots were dispersed over ten square miles. The paths
between these settlements linked people belonging to the
same clans and were used to travel to communal corn fields,
attend elders’ councils and clan ceremonies, and visit sacred
sites. Along the way, Weantinock people passed traditional
fishing places and the dwellings of their respected sachems.

R. Handsman, “The Weantinock Homeland Was Not a
‘Desert, ” Artifacts, Spring 1990.



Housatonic watershed v.
Weantinock deeds

Northeast Anthropalogy Yal. 70, 2005

‘Wcinstein and Heme Interpretation of Weantnock Deedy

NEW HAVEN

~ew# Wasrkhack lodkan Riainury

Figurc 3. Weantinck Tndian Lerritory c. 1700, based on deed rescarch.
Figure 4. 'I'be Housatonke River Drainage.




POWSSIBLE NATIVE AMERICAN-
INSPIRED PLACE NAMES

SCcuppo

Pocono

Joe’s Hill

Betty’s Corner

Indian House Rock (Beaver Brook)

Arrowhead Point
Fish Weir Bridge



BENJAMIN KNAPP HOURSE,
corner Main and White Streets
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1792 Samuel Blodgett Map of
Connecticut
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O1il Mill Pond




RECREATIONAL FISHING







FISH SPECIES COMMONLY
CAIGIRAF NI AN [LATAE KEINOISIEA.

H.B. Fanton, c. 1900
Smallmouth bass
Sunfish
Perch
Pickerel
Pike
Eel
Bullheads



Fanton notes on animals

Otter
Mink
Possum
Weasel
Skunk
Muskrat
Deer
Duck
Geese

Snipe

Red and Gray Fox
Rabbit
Woodchuck
Quail

Partridge
Raccoon
Copperheads
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LAKE KENOSIA

allagher's Hotel, Lake Kenosia
: 1900
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PHASE TWO:
ABUSE




uilding ot Reservoir System




Kohanza Reservoir Dam break,
1869: four deaths

AT viawd of e Kehanzs Dam 3reabing were more dramatic *has scourste
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1880 — Sewers proposed by the Village
Improvement Society

1885 —Borough meeting approves sewer
system

1886 - first sewers built; State Board of
Health estimates 7,500 people were
sewering “directly or indirectly into” the
Still River. System outfall at White St. Bridge.
1891-92 — outfall sewer constructed near
Cross Street.






MacARTHUR BROTHERS

PAPER MILL DAM
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LOW PAPER MILL DAM
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1893- “Alliance” of Beaver Brook mill
owners and Brookfield farmezrs files
lawsuit against city for polluting Still
River

August, 18985:



City ordered to build a true
sewage treatment plant
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SEWER LINE UNDER CONSTRUCTION
NEAR CROSS STREET, c. 1895
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Further lawsuits

1933 — Beaver Brook Taxpayers
Association threatens lawsuit over
ongoing pollution of the river. State
Water Commission orders Danbury to
install secondary treatment.

1947 — Brookfield residents sue 20
Danbury hat manufacturers and City for
polluting the river. Suit settled.
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Rabbit claws Dyes

Tin cans Bad batches of glue
Barrels Fur

Old boots Acids

Dead animals

Decaying vegetables

Gas from gasworks
Sweepings from stores and factories
600 1lbs. a day of organics from hat shops
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PHASNE THREE:
REVENGE
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Four Deaths, National Guard
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As is sometimes the way, disaster can be a blessing in disguise.

The destruction that TTurricane Diane precipitated gave concrete
proof this new project was a welcome and necessary one. The
teachers and students of those two shorl surumers, the new board
of dircetors, che friends in thae commuaity and others, enthusi-
astically cantributed lwe, morey, energy and ideas o help the
school contoue. Ieavy equipoel resto isplaced stene
foundacions. Workmen cepaired lhe damaged building while
talented peuple helped build new display units, write publicicy,
creace a brochure and ready the school for the nexr summer. Such
generosity and dedicativn was all the encouragment a continue
that Nancy needed. The drcam of using the Mill’s past and link-
ing it o the present held firm,

Tha Waaving Studir:

When the hurdcane subsided temporary steel supparts were
put in place under the sagging mill. The highway dupartment
vernoved the mill dam as a salety measure, With the river nuow
flowing in its oatural Sed, all the land i the base of rlht' xl:xi.l]
revenled itsedf. The entive [loor that lad boused the grisemill’s
machinery would new be available for Lurore growth, Tn addition
another small spit af land showed itsell and this wou Id provide a
footing for the futare weaving studiu Joho Hagmayer wiubd

design and butld,







oo

o /...;-P““"’ i:l‘ "‘s' " 2t
s b o W




CHANNELIZATION

|

EP!{}

:

=
n

AR

N







PHASNE THREE:
REVIVAL




) sl st be academically sound, As a new Iriend of ar-
tists and craftsmen, she knew it bad to be artistically sound oo
She alsa wanted it te be available for everyone, anvwhere, who
was interested in crafts.

Advice was plentiful about equipment, space, money and what
kind of ¢lasses shanld be taughl. But our complex socicty reqguired
more, Papers of incorporation tad v be fled. By-laws, hoards of
directars, general policy and parpnse had to be stated. Finally, in
the summer of 1954, the first few classes for the first fow studencs
began, Brookfield Mills had become Brookfield Craft Cener,
Inc. The mill bad bewun b Tive again.

Mancy DiLBcla. 1852

The idea that held particular imterest was using de oll u
place o teach cralvwork. e need Lor tolormation ad leaclhing
lacilities in this [eld was greal. With same of these thoughls in
mind, Nancy DuBuois sought the best advice she could find. The

ate Departinent ol Conoectival recuminsnded she vontact the
Sociely of Connecticur Cralis 3 gh them she hegan ra
meet many Connecticut artists-craftsicen, Her rescarch alse ox
ended o the colonial resroration at Sturhricdge Village in Mas
rhuscrts,

The icdea ol a cralt schonl v the old mill grew. Also grawing
throughout the counry was the need for a sense of persanal ac-
eomplishment and achicvement rhraugh work with once’s hanils

Almost unnoticed the renaissance of hand erafts hard begun.
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Dy Mlchele Derns
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wwer o
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Eu: h:d:.u.q. straddlirg paric.
Caly the atborn vg-mlaniﬁna.nce

end control

told The MNewsTimesz thi

week be will complete the study within
20 dars of coatract aetl.lumznt. For
-f:-’".iuu Hasketh two vears age laid out
route ami designed the location of
g tralls, bike paths and picaic

Ares commonitizs and townspeople
rnc._nmt-:ndni various medifications,

IoTe me. His

¢ to amend and

cumolete the study took two years to
ch the ears of the state booding

oo,
- Haabketh aald
dugFantions  aod
then recommend ta
oonecticut’'s Department aof
Env!ronmental Protecticn
which be feel

Acked whotber e expects ha'll oeed”
120 fays to de fhis, Heobesh said,
hupe oot -

Conmeclicat's

fents
orese ol Iljgh nght of way
S5 lamd, thas will be the next

The 1o will be comlracted ond
TEF and 1z expeclad to take at Ieast a
year. Fimong iz covered in 8 §1.55
million Appreprietion from sewveral
¥ Ag0. Bub park sdvocates must
wresl lhe maney foom the state bonding
conrwl.

Park facilities from Danbery thraugh
Brocgkfield could be dewaloped righl
naw, since the road is already apened,
Dut construstion south of Thanbmryr isn-t
envisioned wmiil 1081,

Under clean air Taws, the highway
can't acluslly be used until that date
becanse of resaltant pollution
prablems. By late air on
=xperis say the mew four-laoe highway
will relisve more pollution on i
Roate 7 than it creates with raffln on
the pew raad,

Though park constroction is yesrs
sy, advocates Feel they mast begin

to get funds in Hroe, IHalf
Ehe pr ot ml[ ba financed with 1.5,
Bureas of Cutdocr Recreation fonds,
but Connectlcut must mateh all federal
ruprl-':tl(nn..
he Jaws are .,
ation fear the money is there,
EOH help is theva, but we havs oo
cause for complacency, A Gart.
Eezdfman, ckairman of Trnieiosm
Commilies for the Western Commernthonk
Finear Park.

I_'—_'l

(DEP),

lawak bow oo it ook os to
5, MR- T oy o werk with the
locel Renarnr and reprezentstlver, aod

- the dransporbilivae aod envicanmenial

protection depa rimpent=, ko protect what
e alrzady bave and he abla to owoae
ahesd at a steady par

birs. Kauwfraan bBes learmed the value
0f parmisteoce o feven Feera -
prasalng for the plan. Jhe will adep gowo

chairman of tha seven-town
2 mewt Wk atdd i mewing cut
of stote,

TWhht doez ahe think the fubue bolds
for pa.rk plans, now I pears b

“m opiimiscic. The poople of this
1w 4/A0 have that park — If they work
for It. There are & bt of ohores 2t to
be done sod i Lok of ponshing
most make surs thal if and when Roeals
T ix bmilt, the pavk.is part of {t.'"
sabd, addiog:

“The price is not Ehat mauch,
considering our peojected t:
450,000 people in 1990 and the high price
of land. This kind of multiple use (parks
on nighwa; ight of ways} is a very

prudest |

Mrs. Ka

to let go before it*s finished

look forward to coming I:Iae
ully, t2 vwisit our now park.*

ul:n‘an.smﬂshsssurrj';‘}
i

Deep-water boat

NEW YORK (AP} — The DMscovery
Swven Seas iz an advanced deep-water

1 which can dn:lmwaterln

adepir-fsonl'eet The illiom
ship, which iz leased by Phl.l.hpa
 Peiroleum, uses an onbgard o
o pinpoint and bn]ni drilling sibes.
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Celeste Alves roaserves Bnergy on Lavor Cay.
while the horne of anfoniac Canoido, cn 18 Locust
Avri: . Danpury, undergoeas a galnt job

A parade of 35 pikers reads southward fran
Broo«tield ‘tha new Route !, pecaling ‘or support
ot a lJ-year-clad linear park plan along the Danbury-
Norwalx higrway Funds were nol provided for the
sarv, which wautd Include b xe and norse trails, The
sunday demonslration was organized by Broohktiec
wyniervatonist Arthos Hars € Sr




Connecticut’s Push for Clean
Water

1965 — 100-member Clean Water Task
Force, includes two Danbury members
1967 — State Clean Water Act — pollution
orders

1972 — Federal Clean Water Act

1972 — Inland Wetlands and Watercourses
Act
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Foreman Jerry Rickett,

maintenance supervisor Carl Faust
look over sludge which, after settling
in tank at rear, is dried and placed in

ay.

A few, like Amphenol RF on East
Franklin Street, shrugged their
shoulders resignedly and set to work.

Amphenol RF, a division of Bunker-
Ramo Corp., now has a $150,000

left, and steel

treatment facility in a 17 x 75-foot
additon which purifies the cyanides,
acids and chromates involved in plating
of connectors, switches and microwave
components.

Prior to its installation, the company
sent rinse water from the silver, nickel,
copper and gold plating into the city
Sewage system untreated.

Now the rinse water is piped into
holding tanks separated by chemical
content. When water level reaches a
certain point, a pump tches on,
pushing the material into treatment
tanks

The cyanide is treated with a 17 per
cent chlorine solution, the acid is
neutralized with a 50 per cent caustic
solution and the chromates are mixed
with sulphuric acid.

All solutions are then pumped into a
10.000-gallon holding tank. A floccing
agent is added which causes particles to
drop to the bottom and purified water to
rise

drums

remaining in t
fied and piped
the Still River.

The water, which general foreman
Jerry Rickert says “is cleaner than
what comes in to us,"” is piped out into
the Still River. Monthly tests of river
purity in Amphenol's area-show
high quality water,” he said.

Sludge sticking to the holding tank is
dropped into a sludge tank, then
pumped onto a paper filter to absorb
water. Now caked and dry, it drops off
into huge drums.

Rickert estimates Amphenol fills
about three or four of these drums
weekly. “They're taken away by a
refuse man,” he explained, but said he
didn’t know which company took them
or where they were dumped.

here he takes them isn't our
business,” Rickert sai adding, “*Our
operation is all approved.

Carl Faust, maintenance supervisor,
said later, ““We have about 22 barrels
stored up because we couldn't find a

Continued on Page B-12
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FOCUS ON KENOBSIA

Late 1960s — City purchases current park
1969 — Airport Expansion plan
Mid-1970s — City clears old cabins —
former Camp Kenmere

1970s — early 1980s — major spills
(vegetable o1l, chemicals), concerns over
construction of Hilton Hotel

1981 — Drought amelioration — wells and
skimming used



Airport Expansion Plan - 1969




o o o e e e e T e o e e e T e e e e e e e e e T e o o e e e S T e e e e e e e S T o o e e e S o e e e e e T e T e T e o e e S e o e e e e e S T e e o e e e S T e e e e e e e e e S T e e o e e S S e e e e e e S e
L

el

s
=

el

e

el el

QR

—

-

« AR A~ —

el

B

_
T

A A A T A A A P T R A D D D P P B B S P S P B P S B B B S S P E B B T A BB B A A R AR R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R RS AR R A R R R RSB R R R
e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

e e e e e

el

g

el
el

s




ENER @RS BN AN A QU

Mother Nature
puts a prem L
on Kenosia ta I

]
e Uail abirLapees
<1n b A
Hirr oy it 1, B fip
adleer-
hc




EROSION-CONTROLLING

PLANTINGS

A e n‘h*l
P A - i




LAKE PLACE CONDOS
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Laurie Weinstein, Western Connecticut
State University

Brian Stevens, Western Connecticut State
University

Diane Hassan, Danbury Museum

Bob Brown, Brookfield Historical Society



